Well Management
Protecting Your Well
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This page provides basic information to assist you in protecting your well. A well
provides a reliable, safe source of drinking water when the well is properly located,
constructed, and maintained. You can ensure the safety of your drinking water by testing
the water periodically, keeping potential sources of contamination away from the well,

and sealing unused wells.



WELL CAP OR SEAL: Keep an approved watertight cap or seal securely attached to
the well in order to prevent the entry of insects, animals, and other contaminants. Inspect

wire connections to the pump.

WELL PIT: A well pit may serve as a catch basin for contaminated surface water and
precipitation. Any well located in a pit should have the casing extended above grade and
the pit filled with clean earth. Because of the danger of injury or asphyxiation only a
licensed well contractor or a licensed pump installer should enter a pit.

WELL SEALING: Unused wells must be properly sealed to prevent direct
contamination of groundwater. A well must be sealed by a licensed well contractor or a

licensed well sealing contractor.

Where can I get more information or
help?

If you have any questions about wells or well water quality in Minnesota, contact your
local Minnesota Department of Health office and ask to talk with a well specialist or
contact the Well Management Section Central Office at health. wells@state.mn.us or a

- 651-201-4600 or

800-383-9808.
Deaf and hard-of-hearing: TTY 651-201-5797.




